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417 Charles Street, Belleville, MI. 48111              TEL: 734-697-9288               Email Address: bellevillumc48111@yahoo.com    

Message from the Pastor 

 

11/1 

In-Person Svc & 

Communion  

10:00am 
 

Drive-Thru 

Communion  

11:00am 
 

Time  

(Fall Back) 
 

11/26 

Thanksgiving 
 

11/27 

Church Office 

Closed 
 

11/29 

Advent & 

Incarnation 

Study Begins  

 

 

 
 

With Christ as our center, we are His extended family, compassionately sharing Jesus’ love with all people. 

Our congregation is on a lifelong journey of discipleship to become more like Christ. 

20

20 

2 

2020 

7 Beloved, let us love one another, 

because love is from God; everyone who 
loves is born of God and knows God. 8 
Whoever does not love does not know God, 
for God is love. 9 God’s love was revealed 
among us in this way: God sent his only Son 
into the world so that we might live 
through him. 

2020 2020 

Holding everything in common… 

This is about our generosity, our radical, fanatical, gratitude, and attitude. When we have a 

mindset of abundance, when our hearts and our resources pour out in the love of others that is 

when generosity has found a home in our daily living. And I am just going to say it; generosity is 

a barometer of our spiritual health.  

They committed themselves to the teaching of the apostles, the life together, the 
common meal, and the prayers. 

43-45 Everyone around was in awe—all those wonders and signs done through the 
apostles! And all the believers lived in a wonderful harmony, holding everything in 
common. They sold whatever they owned and pooled their resources so that each 

person’s need was met. 

46-47 They followed a daily discipline of worship in the Temple followed by meals at home, 
every meal a celebration, exuberant and joyful, as they praised God. People in general 

liked what they saw. Every day their number grew as God added those who were saved. 
Acts 2:42-47 

If you watched worship or came to the parking lot service on October 11, these words from the 
book of Acts should ring a bell. This is the beatific vision of what living in the love of God, 
neighbor, and self originally looked like and somewhere along the way we lost that vision.  

A community that lived in wonderful harmony… 

No, that does not mean they thought and believed exactly the same. It means that they 
loved one another enough to respect and truly listen to one another. Harmony in music 
isn’t two notes sounding the same, but the blend of so many beautiful colors creating a 
fuller sound. When we blend our whole selves together in a wonderful loving harmony 
where everyone is loved, respected, and heard that is when the body of Christ makes a 
bigger impact. 
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Ron Stansifer 3 
Dee Groeneweg 4 

Cliff  4 
Mary Hoff 5 
Egwuatu Ikpeama 7 
Megan Skelton 8 

Susan Featheringill 10 
Deborah  10 
Jackie Deal 12 
Jennifer Daigneau 13 
Chris Stone 13 
John Cerone 14 
Brian Moore 15 

Monica 16 
Alice Payne 16 

Vern & Karen Carlson 2 
Nathan "Nate" & Melissa (Missy)

 Clark 10 
Daniel & Sharon Smith 12 
Gary & Sue Altobello 13 

Dan & Susan Featheringill 15 
Jeremy & Amy Milios-Knieper 22 

 In the Hospital 
 
 

Please remember those in  
Continuing Care Facilities 

 
Luanne Genga 

Novi Lakes Health Campus 
 

Bobbie Winters  
Superior Woods 

 
 

Stephanie Boltrick  
 Daughter of Nancy Boltrick   

 

 Christopher Stone  
Son of Mike & Dawn Stone  

  

Michael Stone  
Son of Mike & Dawn Stone  

  

Blake   
Grandson of Betty Hughey  

  

Jared Stabnau  
Grandson of Elaine Stabnau  

  

Cody Ford-Aimone  
 Grandson of Mike & Lynda Aimone  

  

Justin Renton  
Grandson of Donna Sweeney  

  

Chad Koenne  
Grandson of Dick & Lila Timm  

  
  

Mary Jane 

Vern & Karen Carlson 2

Nathan "Nate" & Melissa (Missy) Clark 10

Daniel & Sharon Smith 12

Gary & Sue Altobello 13

Dan & Susan Featheringill 15

Jeremy & Amy Milios-Knieper 22

Judith Hulett 4

Sharon Smith 4

Linda Farkas 6

Cindy Smith 7

Liam Jones 8

Emma Kirchoff 10

Eliana Thomas 11

Kristin Rochon 15

Crystal Strickland 15

Paul McCrary 17

Rebecca Caldwell 20

Dick Carey 20

Debbie Smith 20

Jacob Whitt 20

Autumn Reeves 22

Gabe Keelan 23

Dan Featheringill 26

Rowena Zimmerman 26

Pam Boughton 27

Donna Collins 28

Jim & Carol Fitch 14

Rodney & Laura Kirchoff 27

Mark & Rachel Sparling 27



Sabbath Day Recognition: 
Pastor Mary’s Sabbath Day is Friday, calls will be returned on 
Saturday unless an emergency occurs. 
 

Office Hours:  
Pastor Mary is available for office hours between 10a-1pm 
Monday – Thursday.  Please contact the church office to 
schedule your appointments.  
 

 

From the Pastor’s Desk: 
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The more we live in the mindset of scarcity, only seeing what is important for our own 
needs and not the needs of others, is when our lives begin to feel small. We become 
controlling and stingy. Jesus calls us to a life lived abundantly…let’s show our radical, 
fanatical, gratitude, attitude by living a life of generosity. 

They followed a daily discipline of worship… 

Worship isn’t just for Sundays…I never get tired of saying that. Sure, Sunday is a great 
day to worship, but so is Monday, Tuesday, Wed…well, you get the point. Worship like 
gratitude is an attitude. You can worship in your car on the commute to and from work. 
You can worship doing laundry or the dishes. You can worship while you sit and read 
your devotions, or you can worship as you sit and watch the sun set over Belleville Lake. 
I think you’re getting the picture…you can worship anytime and anyplace. It’s all about 
being in the attitude of worship. 

 

Followed by meals at home, every meal a celebration, exuberant and joyful, as they praised 
God… 

I know, I know it’s Covid-19, and eating together face-to-face may not be the best; but 
there is Zoom, and Google Meets, and FaceTime, and Google Duo, etc. There are 
multiple ways we can continue to have meals together if we get creative about it. Those 
meals lead to more worship as we celebrate exuberantly and joyfully, as we praise God. 
You can start meeting without a meal right now by participating in the Soul Reset study 
groups that meet on Wednesday evenings @ 7pm or Thursday mornings @ 10am. Then 
there’s the wonderful opportunity coming up at the end of November to join a Growth 
Group and study together as a whole church, Incarnation: Rediscovering the 
Significance of Christmas by Adam Hamilton. The only thing that is holding you back 
from connection and fellowship is you. Join in or create a connecting group today! 

Every day their number grew as God added those who were saved… 
 

This, dearly beloved, is the reason we cannot just hope things get back to normal. We 
must take a risk, live in our vulnerability—the only foundation for love, joy, and hope to 
grow—and live into the new and beatific vision God gave us long ago in the activity of 
the early church.  

 
So…let us learn a new and better way of being the church. Let us live our faith in our daily lives. 
Let us gather together as we learn more about God and one another through online and in-
person worship and growth groups. Let us share meals together in the new coronavirus way 
where everyone is invited and everyone is welcomed. Let us take on a radical, fanatical, 
gratitude, attitude as we live and breathe a life of abundance overflowing with generosity. 
 
Let us live a life that is truly life! 
 
Encouragingly yours, 
Pastor Mary 
 



 
 

All events 

and 

activities 
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until further 

notice. 
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 Sermon Series/Study: (Continues)   

 

November 1, 2020 

  Scripture:  Luke 10: 38-42 

 

 Title:   It’s Not All on Me 

 

  Synopsis:   When Jesus’ very presence is our first priority, we can 

   lift our eyes from the long list of tasks to be  done and 

   instead focus on their greater purpose. Busyness is not 

   the way of Jesus. 

 

 

November 8, 2020 

 

 Scripture:   1 Kings 19:5-9 

 

  Title:   Take Care of Yourself 

 

 Synopsis:   Taking care of ourselves sustains us for the whatever 

   life throws at us, be it mountaintops or valleys. We all 

   have mountaintop experiences, but most of our life is 

   not lived on the mountaintop. We all have valley 

   experiences, and fortunately, life is not lived just in the 

   valleys. Most of life is lived somewhere in between. 

 

 

November 15, 2020 

 

 Scripture:   Excerpts from the Book of Job 

 

  Title:   Life In Crisis 

 

  Synopsis:   A gift we can give ourselves is the ability to be 

   ourselves in the midst of grief. To not pretend that  we 

   have it all together. To not put a timetable on our grief, 

   but to know that God heals in God’s time, and that’s 

   okay. To know that as you are moving through the grief 

   process, there are people who know you and support 

   you every step of the way. 

 

 

 

Incarnation Study  
 

 (4 weeks –beginning 11/29) 
Look for sign-up sheets for Growth groups 

More details to follow 
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Incarnation Study  
 

 (4 weeks –beginning 11/29) 
Look for sign-up sheets for Growth groups 

More details to follow 

  November 22, 2020 

  

 Scripture:  John 3:16-17; Matthew 26:34; John 21; Matthew 11:28-30 

 

  Title:  Light and Free Living 
 
  Synopsis:  God didn’t come to condemn us but to save us. God didn’t 

  come to shame us into relationship. God  didn’t send Jesus to 

   condemn us and make us run and hide. No, Jesus came to  

  free us from shame and fear and sin and darkness. 

 

   

Sermon Series/Study: Incarnation: Rediscovering the Significance of Christmas by Adam 

Hamilton.  His parents gave him the name Jesus. But the prophets, the shepherds, the 

wise men, and the angels  addressed him by other names. They called him Lord, Messiah, 

Savior, Emmanuel, Light of the World, and Word Made Flesh. In Incarnation, we will 

explore the meaning of these titles and what they tell us about the child whose birth we 

celebrate at Christmas. Join us and reflect upon the significance of the Christ-child for your 

life and world today! (More information will come when this book is released and I have 

read it. This will be a church-wide study utilizing the children’s and youth materials too.) 

 

November 29, 2020—Advent 1 

 Title: The Royal Titles: Lord and Messiah 

 

*These are stand alone sermons and not in a series. 
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Sunday, November 1st 

Thank-you! 
God is good. He has blessed me with so many caring and loving friends. 
Thank you all for the food, cards, flowers, text messages, visits and gifts. It 
has been overwhelming and greatly appreciated. What would we do without 
our church family. May God Bless each of you for all your kindness.  
 
Love, Cheryl Wagner 

 
 
 
 

Also, many elements of our worship service will be different.   

 Ushers will not be passing out bulletins – you can either follow along within the MyChurch app 

or by following cues within the worship service.   

 We will not have congregational singing and will ask you to enjoy the special music and raise 

your “voice” silently in praise and worship.   

 We will not be passing Friendship Pads or Offering Plates.  You can register your attendance via 

the Connection Card in the MyChurch app.   

 Offerings can be placed in the designated location at the back of the sanctuary or can be given 

electronically.   

 On Sundays where Communion is being served, we will do the Communion liturgy during the 

service but you will receive the elements as you exit the church. 

We appreciate your patience as we transition to in-person worship.  We will make adjustments to our 

plans, as necessary. 

As always, we continue to monitor infection rates in our local areas and guidelines from the local health 

departments.  If we need to make changes to our in-person worship plans, we will communicate as 

quickly as possible.   
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Sunday, November 1st 

Nov. 1-  first in-person service, 10 AM 
Reservation required, watch for information 
 
Communion- those present will pickup the elements on the way out. Drive through 
Communion will be available for those not able to participate in person. 
 
Online service will be available 

 
 Nov. 29th- first Sunday of Advent   
 
Life sized Advent Wreath coming to BFUMC! 
More details to follow! 
 
Thank you, 
Valerie Moore 
Chair 



 

e 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Giving to others… one way to love 
 

As most of you know, we have a long running relationship with some United Methodist brothers and sisters in 
Liberia.  One area of work has been supporting the children who attend Gretta Moffat School in John Dean 
Town.  The United Methodist Health Clinic in John Dean Town serves the same kids and parents as the Gretta 
Moffat School.   This rural clinic is staffed by one Registered Nurse.  Her name is Comfort Flomo.   It is the only 
healthcare facility available to the people of John Dean Town and the surrounding villages – there is no 
hospital, and there are no doctors.  
 
The funding for Comfort Flomo’s salary has run out.   Her patients at the clinic are mostly subsistence farmers 
with little or no ability to pay.  Without someone to sponsor Comfort’s salary, the people of John Dean Town 
will risk losing their only healthcare professional.  It is somewhat sobering to know that the annual salary for 
Comfort is only $4200.00 per year.  Belleville First Missions Committee would like to raise money to support 
Comfort for the coming year and ensure that her skills continue to be available to the people of John Dean 
Town.  
 
We realize that during this time of pandemic, many of us have experienced financial hardship.   Still, the 
impact that we can make with our small individual contributions to the healthcare of the people in John Dean 
Town is amazingly large.   
 

Sponsor a day of Comfort’s time for only $16.00 
 

Sponsor a  week of Comfort’s salary for $80.00 
 

Sponsor a month of Comfort’s salary for $350.00 
 
 

As we approach the Christmas season, consider sponsoring part of Comfort’s salary as an alternative gift.   Give 
in honor of your loved ones, or simply give because that is one way of showing Jesus’ love for people across 
the ocean in one of the poorest countries on earth.  

 

More details to follow 



  
You can give by: 
mailing a check to the church:   
Belleville First UMC 
417 Charles Street 
Belleville MI 48111  (write Nurse Salaryin the memo)  
 
or through the Pushpay App: 
select the Fund dropdown box   - ‘Nurse Salary, John Dean Town Clinic Liberia.  
 
Any questions: call Mark G. @313-617-8994 or email  mgroe@comcast.net 
Thank you for your support and compassion. 
 
Your Missions Committee 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 NSO homeless shelter reopened at a different location an 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

More details to follow 



April Food Closet Item of the Month: 
Canned Vegetables 

On behalf of the Trustees, I would like to thank all those who participated in the overhauling and 
upgrading of the parsonage for the arrival of our new pastor – Mary Loring and her family.  With the 
Walker’s leaving five days earlier than originally planned, this allowed us to complete all of the work just 
in time for Pastor Mary’s move in day.   
The work included the following: 

1) A complete new roof 

2) All new gutters and leaf guards 

3) New carpeting throughout 

4) 85% of house repainted 

5) New LED lighting throughout 

6) Air conditioned maintenance 

7) Pest control application 

8) Complete final cleaning and sanitation 

A huge “Thank-you” to the skilled and talented group of church volunteers and contractors that got the 

job done and done extremely well.  

Church Volunteers 

Paul and Norma McCrary 
Mark & Dee Groeneweg 
Ed Paris 
Dave Fleming 
Mickey Keelan 
 
Lunches 
Donna Collins 
Alice Payne 
Martha Conley 
 
Contractors 
Barnett Roofing – Westland 
Fine Tuned Flooring – Redford 
Belleville Heating & Air Conditioning – Belleville 
Honey Pest Control – Belleville 
 
 
Jack Keelan - Trustee 
 

Thank you to the 
following volunteers 
for updating our 
Memorial Gardens: 
Jack & Micky Keelan 
Donna Collins 
Rachel Murray 
Mike Catanzare 
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Sunday, November 1st 

 
Topic: Soul Reset Study 
Time: 07:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 
        Every week on Wed, until Nov 18, 2020 
        Nov 4, 2020 07:00 PM 
        Nov 11, 2020 07:00 PM 

     Nov 18, 2020 07:00 PM 

Please download and import the following iCalendar (.ics) files to your calendar system. 
Weekly: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/tZAtd-CpqTgiG9w7bUn-
KYJut6R8WffZmZ1f/ics?icsToken=98tyKuGsrjsjG9OWuBiPRpwIAoigXevwtnZHjfpKyx3QDW14WynjIrRwaoV5Fu
Ld 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84009173818?pwd=anZVQlpnWDhMWjlBQ2Z5cGZsN2lKdz09 
 
Meeting ID: 840 0917 3818 
Passcode: 641242 
One tap mobile 
+16465588656,,84009173818#,,,,,,0#,,641242# US (New York) 
+13017158592,,84009173818#,,,,,,0#,,641242# US (Germantown) 
 
Dial by your location 
        +1 646 558 8656 US (New York) 
        +1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown) 
        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
        +1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose) 
        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 
        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 
Meeting ID: 840 0917 3818 
Passcode: 641242 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kdpustNNCE 
 
 
Please keep this information for usage each week.  A publication also accompanies the study and is available 
in the church office, the cost is $11.00. 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kdpustNNCE
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kdpustNNCE
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Topic: Soul Reset Study 
Time: 10:00 AM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 
        Every week on Thu, until Nov 19, 2020, 5 occurrence(s) 
        Nov 5, 2020 10:00 AM 
        Nov 12, 2020 10:00 AM 
        Nov 19, 2020 10:00 AM 
 
Please download and import the following iCalendar (.ics) files to your calendar system. 
Weekly: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/tZ0ufuyorDIqEtY_S-
K3y5usM2HlCOpsCXLp/ics?icsToken=98tyKuGhrTIvGtacsBGFRpx5A4r4Z_Tzplhfj7dkoyyoKHNKNxblG7BqP
pFQAMvz 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89395029082?pwd=eHBaTDZ5U3VweFBMaisyNDhMeW5PQT09 
 
Meeting ID: 893 9502 9082 
Passcode: 961425 
One tap mobile 
+16465588656,,89395029082#,,,,,,0#,,961425# US (New York) 
+13017158592,,89395029082#,,,,,,0#,,961425# US (Germantown) 
 
Dial by your location 
        +1 646 558 8656 US (New York) 
        +1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown) 
        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
        +1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose) 
        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 
        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 
Meeting ID: 893 9502 9082 
Passcode: 961425 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kimf2x52u 
 
 
Please keep this information for usage each week.  A publication also accompanies the study and is 
available in the church office, the cost is $11.00. 
 

 
 

Sunday, November 1st 



April Food Closet Item of the Month: 
Canned Vegetables 

 

 

During the pandemic lots of food has been donated to the Food Closet.  Some has been items 

that don’t go in the weekly bags.  We received fruit/pudding cups, variety boxes of oatmeal, 

individual mac & cheese cups, granola bars, fruit yummies, juice boxes, bags of tuna, small 

individual cereal boxes, and crackers with peanut butter or cheese.  These items were recently 

delivered by Dee & Mark Groeneweg to Belleville High School for their food pantry.  These 

items help provide 2 breakfasts, 2 lunches, 3 dinners and snacks to high school students who 

have food insecurity on the weekends.  Any food donations to help with this mission are 

appreciated. 

 

At the beginning of October, I spoke to Kristi Dolot about a fundraising project she and her son 

would like to do for the Emergency Food Closet. 

 

Steven Dolot is a young man living in Van Buren Township with special challenges.  He is 31, 

non-verbal, and has multiple impairments.  Prior to the pandemic he did volunteer work in 

Belleville and Canton with the help of his support aide.  Since August he has been returning 

bottles for family and friends and has donated the proceeds to our Food Pantry - $170 to date!  

This is a great activity for Steven.  It keeps him active, and helps him build skills while giving 

back to the community. 

 

If you would like to participate, you can drop off your bottles/cans at the church on Tuesdays 

and Wednesdays between 10 a.m. and 1 p.m. when the Food Closet is open.  You can leave 

them between the doorways (parking lot entrance) or outside along the wall.  The bottles/cans 

will be collected by Steven's family every Wednesday. 

 

Thank you!  We hope this will be a successful fundraiser! 

 

We have two new volunteers helping distribute weekly bags – Bill Lipke and Therese Nesteruk.  

Thank you for your service! 

 

Marilyn Wood 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



               

 

April Food Closet Item of the Month: 
Canned Vegetables 

  
Dee Groeneweg with food 
delivery to Belleville High 
School  

The pop/bottle drive is our new 
ongoing fundraiser for the Food 
Closet.  Bottles and cans can be 
dropped off on Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays between 10am-1pm in 
the vestibule or along the outside 
wall.  Save yourself a trip to the 
store and help out the Food Closet!   
Picture left is Steven Dolot who 
turns in the pop/bottles.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



Attention Families of Military Personnel: 

 

Please assist us by providing updated contact information (email and mailing address) of your loved 

ones in the service. If available, pictures are welcomed and appreciated.  Information should be 

forwarded to Barbara Moore @ 4barbieannsdogs@gmail.com. 

 

Thank-you 

COVID-19 Support Meeting 
 
Covid-19 has effected us in many different ways: death of loved ones, financial hardships, sadness, 
emptiness,  confusion, just to mention a few.  Although we know that God is there, his word reminds us 
that He will never leave or forsake us.  It’s still good to come together to talk to someone and share your 
thoughts. The purpose of the support meeting is  to give people a forum to share things that are on 
their mind regarding either Covid-19 effects on their life or the extended affects that they have 
experienced.  The possibilities of affects on our lives are far reaching. Please rest assured that whatever 
is discussed will remain confidential from henceforth. The suggested date is Wednesday at 7pm. If this 
date and time will not work for you.  Please feel free to suggest an alternate date and time. If you have 
any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me at  
734-776-3630. 

 
Mike Skelton 

Thank-you 
Thank-you everyone for the cards,  gifts, love, prayers and support during my surgery and 
family crisis.    
 
Blessing, 
Pastor Mary 






